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A word from DG Stephen

Latest disrict news, what’s on, projects and much more!
Keep Reading!

As I write this, Carol and I are in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, enjoying the beauty and culture of this
wonderful country. From here, we’ll travel to
Bangkok to catch up with Past District Governor
David Anderson and his wife, Tippy, before heading
to Langkawi, Malaysia, for a very special occasion—
the wedding of our son, Miles, to Rachel.

Membership Day and Satellite Clubs

On Sunday, 16 February, we hosted a Membership
Day in Oxley, bringing together around 65
attendees to explore membership strategies and
the formation of satellite clubs. It was an engaging
and insightful session, with presentations from
myself, DGN Paul, Carol O’Connell, and PDG Michael
Buckeridge from D9560. The discussions sparked
plenty of enthusiasm, and I’m excited to share that,
as of now, four new satellite club proposals are in
motion across our district. A special thank you to
PDG Patti Bulluss for her outstanding efforts in
catering for the event—it was much appreciated!
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Celebrating Membership Growth – Let’s Keep Going!

A huge congratulations to all in District 9790 for the fantastic membership growth we’ve
achieved this year! Your efforts in welcoming new members and strengthening our clubs
have been truly inspiring. Let’s keep the momentum going—if every club brings in just one
new net member before June 2025, we can be the most successful district in our Zone this
year. Together, we can make it happen and ensure that Rotary grows and thrives in District
9790! Please remember – you’re not alone. DGN Paul, Carol, myself and the District team are
here to help, so please reach out if you need anything.

Join Us at the D9790 District Conference!

Don’t miss out—secure your tickets for the D9790 District Conference today at
https://rotary9790.org.au/sitepage/conference-2024-2025.
It’s shaping up to be an incredible event, and tickets are selling fast! We look forward to
seeing you there as we come together to celebrate Rotary.
Let’s continue to unite, inspire, and transform as we embrace the opportunities ahead!

Yours in Rotary,
Stephen & Carol O’Connell

DG’s Column (continued)
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https://rotary9790.org.au/sitepage/conference-2024-2025


Kotzur - Gold

Hume Bank, Outback Spirit - Bronze

Solar Integrity - Domestic Violence Speakers

Baker Motors - Gala Dinner 

Corowa Whisky & Chocolates - Speaker Gifts

AlburyCity - General Donation

Jacob Toyota (provision of vehicle for speaker
transport) - In Kind

McCrae Motors - In Kind

Stanton & Killeen - Welcome Function - In Kind

Ray White - Donation

Armstrongs Financial Advisers - Donation

Printer Wizards  Print sponsors - In Kind

Zauner Construction - Lauren Jackson -
Speaker

Sam Miranda Wines  - Wine sponsor for Dinner

Solar Buddy Project - Rotary Clubs of Belvoir -
Wodonga and Corowa
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District Conference - Our generous sponsors



Conference Dates April 11, 12 and 13, 2025

Venue: Commercial Club, Albury: https://commercialclubalbury.com.au

TO REGISTER:  go to https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1269916
or scan the QR code.

SHOWCASE (HOUSE OF FRIENDSHIP)
❖ Attendance prediction: 400+ 
❖Venue: 618 Dean Street, Albury, NSW, Australia, New South Wales 2640
❖ Areas available for use for Showcase exhibitors. 
❖ Limited sites available 
❖ Full day Conference Saturday 12th April. Half-day Conference Sunday13th April. 
❖ House of Friendship open to general public.  
❖ Operating hours: all day Saturday and half day on Sunday) 
❖Sponsorship packages available including donations in kind. 
❖ Each attendee receives an information bag at registration desk. 
❖ Promotion of sites throughout the Conference program. 
❖ For enquiries please contact Gordon Shaw, email: gordonsac@bigpond.com
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Cleaning up the Goulburn with Shepparton South 
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Shepparton South Rotary Club held a Clean Up Australia event on Sunday 2nd
March around the Goulburn River precinct behind Victoria Park Lake in
Shepparton. 

A hardy band of 25 Rotarians and members of the public spread out with bags,
gloves and pickers for about two hours of scouring the pathways on the lookout
for any nasty bit of rubbish, litter or waste they could find. In the end we filled up
more than a trailer load and took it to the tip. Job done and fun had.

A positive outcome for us was not only did we do a good service for the
community but we picked up a new member along the way. A good day's work I
think.

Clay Doyle
President, Shepparton South Rotary

Four clubs join the community in cleaning up the Merri Creek

Rotarians are people of action, and we thrive when working alongside the community to
create positive and lasting change. Dedication to service was on full display during Clean
Up Australia Day on March 2, as volunteers braved the overcast skies and occasional
showers to make a tangible impact on the local environment by cleaning up the Merri Creek
in Coburg.

A passionate group of Rotarians and community members gathered in Coburg with a
shared goal: to remove waste, protect the ecosystem, and contribute to a healthier,
cleaner environment. The event was expertly organised by Helena Kelada of The Merri
Paddle for a Platypus Future, a group dedicated to restoring the platypus population in
Merri Creek by improving water quality and habitat conditions. This initiative was further
supported by Friends of Merri Creek, four Rotary Clubs—Coburg, Moreland, Pascoe Vale,
and Preston—and local residents who care deeply about conservation.

In just over an hour, the team collected an astonishing volume of rubbish, including plastic
waste, discarded household items, an office chair, and even a decayed mattress. While
cleanup efforts are crucial, they also serve as a stark reminder of the broader pollution
issues affecting our waterways.

Rotary remains committed to environmental stewardship and will continue to take action
to protect our natural spaces for future generations.

Rotarians cleaning up Australia



Sunbury Rotary Walks for Mental Health
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On Saturday, 1st March 2025, the Rotary Club of
Sunbury successfully launched its inaugural
fundraising walk to support Australian Rotary Health's
"Lift the Lid" Mental Health awareness campaign.
Approximately 50 community members participated
in the event at Rotary Park, traversing 1.5 or 2.0 km
routes around Clarke Oval and Blind Creek walking
tracks.

Club President John Webster expressed pride in the
achievement, raising $4000 on a beautiful autumn
morning. The event specifically focused on research
into young people's mental health in families
experiencing domestic violence.

"Our Club is very happy with the result, and this will be
the first of many such events," John said. He extended
gratitude to sponsors and the Sunbury community for
their generous support.

The Rotary Club of Sunbury, celebrating its 52nd
anniversary on 12th April, remains deeply committed
to community engagement and mental health
awareness.



We know we will continue out networking
at these events 
1. Assembly 4 May Benalla - District
Assembly Sunday 4 May 2025 | TryBooking 
2. Changeover 6 July Wangaratta - Rotary
District 9790 Changeover 2025 |
TryBooking 

Some additional helpful links are here 
Mário César Martins de Camargo calls on
members to Unite for Good | Rotary
International * note the part shared is from
10:50.
https://rotary9790.org.au/ 
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-
reference/learn-role/president
https://admin.clubrunner.ca/50201/Memb
erSearch/

We had a wonderful President Elect Learning and Development seminar (PELDS) weekend in
Shepparton on 21 and 22 February.

The training team is thankful for all the Rotary Community Leaders, the 34 clubs in
attendance, some partners and support mentors.  
We had 60 people involved and the feedback word cloud says it all. 

President Elect Learning and Development Seminar
(PELDS) in Shepparton
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We braved the rain and the humidity
with breakfast and lunch on Sunday with
local Rotarians in the park. Our session
on the membership action plans that
allows us to continue the momentum.
Morning tea was followed by the
essential membership, membership,
membership session. 

Saturday we opened with a welcome to country and an introduction to 2025-26 DG Emma and the training
team.  We heard from President Mario, and an update on the regional council pilot. 

After afternoon tea we explored leadership styles with our birds
session in building, developing and leading your team and then
some essentials to the President's role.

We headed off to the surprise
evening activity and meal and
there was much laughter, fun
and connections made at Fun
Planet. A reminder that
meetings and dinners must be
fun and engaging.  

Thanks again to trainer Grant Godino for the planning, we are sorry due to COVID you could not join
us and we look forward to your involvement again at Assembly. Thanks to our facilitators DG
Stephen and Carol and also Linda for the birds session. 

DG Emma looks forward to working with you in 2025/26 as we "unite for good". 

Yours in Service,
Emma Davis
District Governor 2025-2026 RI District 9790
+61(0)407 628 388  emma.jane.davis.30@gmail.com

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367775
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367775
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367775
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367881
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367881
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367881
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1367881
https://www.rotary.org/en/mario-cesar-martins-de-camargo-calls-on-members-to-unite-for-good
https://www.rotary.org/en/mario-cesar-martins-de-camargo-calls-on-members-to-unite-for-good
https://www.rotary.org/en/mario-cesar-martins-de-camargo-calls-on-members-to-unite-for-good
https://rotary9790.org.au/
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/president
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/president
https://admin.clubrunner.ca/50201/MemberSearch/
https://admin.clubrunner.ca/50201/MemberSearch/
mailto:emma.jane.davis.30@gmail.com


Rotary Youth Exchange
(RYE) – Meredith Miegel, M
0417 246 546, Email:
chairperson@rye9790.org.au

Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) – Linda
Gidlund, M 0418 173 279,
Email info@ryla9790.org.au

Rotary Youth Program of
ENrichment (RYPEN) –
Contact Sally West, M 0402
361 551,
email
sallywestrotary@gmail.com
 or rypen@rotary9790.org.au

 

If you would like further information please email Youth
Programs Chair Nat Hood on nat990151@gmail.com

Youth News

Youth Progams Contacts

Rotex – Contact Rotex by
email: rotex9790@gmail.com,
see the Rotex District 9790
Facebook page.

Albury North - Rotary Youth
Program of ENrichment
(RYPEN) – Nathan Stuart, M
0412 707 770, Email -
msgnathans@gmail.com
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Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
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Youth News

The Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN), a leadership program for youth aged 14-17, was held
over the past weekend with 34 participants – the largest group we've seen since COVID. With attendees
and supporters from both Districts 9790 and 9800, we witnessed brilliant outcomes from the
participants and are excited to hear about their future endeavours! A huge thank you to the Rotary Clubs
of Sunbury, Moreland, Benalla, Kinglake Ranges, Southern Mitchell, Seymour, and Kyabram for
supporting this program by sending participants, helping to make this event a success.

The next RYPEN program will be held at the Rotary ran Camp Getaway in Axedale, from September 5th-
7th, 2025. Stay tuned for more information, and in the meantime, it's the perfect time to start reaching
out to your local schools and communities to plant the seeds for this incredible opportunity!

Sally West 
Program Chair 
District 9790 



Myrtleford Rotary: Youth Exchange pioneers
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Youth News

In 1959, a significant milestone in international youth
exchanges was marked when Peter Barnett from the
Rotary Club of Myrtleford, Victoria, Australia, and the
Rotary Club of Scottsbluff, Nebraska, USA, came
together to establish the first youth exchange program.

After a trip to Europe in 1949, and learning about other
religions and cultures while making friends with
villagers as he travelled, Mr Barnett became committed
to the idea of furthering understanding of the world
and goodwill through the power of person-to-person
exchange. This pivotal moment not only laid the
foundation for fostering cultural understanding and
global connections but also set the stage for a legacy
that has spanned over six decades. In 1971, Mr Barnett
was presented with a Paul Harris Fellowship and named
‘Father of Youth Exchange’.

The first students to experience this new opportunity
were John Rogers, who came to Australia for the year
and Marjorie Price, who ventured across to the USA.
Marking fifty years since the first exchange, Riley Smith
(Scottsbluff) and Natalie O’Callaghan (Myrtleford) also
experienced the wonders of the year long exchange.

Since the first exchange, the Rotary Club of Myrtleford
has sponsored 33 outgoing students and hosted 34
students. Many of these students have formed lasting
bonds with the families they became a part of and the
friends they made.

Ask any past participant of the Rotary Youth Exchange
program, and they'll probably have a twinkle in their eye
as they recount their adventures. From navigating
foreign languages to forming bonds that transcend
borders, the program has a way of changing lives in
ways you never thought possible. It's not just about
seeing the world; it's about discovering yourself and
your place in it.

Vanessa Leonard
Myrtleford Rotary
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4 May 2025
Assembly for Presidents Elect and boards, all members

welcome
To book, CLICK HERE or scan the QR code

6 July 2025
Changeover, Wangaratta Turf Club, all members welcome

Wangaratta
To book, CLICK HERE or scan the QR code

Yours in Service,
Emma Davis

District Governor 2025-2026 RI District 9790
+61(0)407 628 388 emma.jane.davis

SAVE THESE DATES IN 2025!

Key Dates in District 9790
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ROTARY SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE 2025
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https://hail.to/rotary-on-the-move/publication/Bd4YblT/article/vMTbJog


Phillipa Huynh, an Australian Rotary Health PhD Candidate, is conducting a study on The Risk and
Protective Factors for Complex Trauma in Australian Rural and Urban Men.

Phillipa reports, "..Traumatic events can have a significant impact on someone’s well-being and
quality of life. By identifying what helps or harms men’s mental health, the study could lead to better
support and interventions for men dealing with the long-term impacts of traumatic experiences.

This research is especially important as men in rural Australia face higher suicide rates than those in
cities. Understanding the unique challenges and strengths of men in both urban and rural areas could
provide valuable insights for improving mental health care and reducing suicide rates in the
community.

Your participation or support can help us make a difference in promoting the mental well-being of
Australian men..."

CALL FOR RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS 
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ROTARY CALENDAR

dredfearn@vtown.com.au

Visit this calendar throughout the year to find award nomination due dates and convention and
event information. Develop meeting agendas, projects, or public image campaigns based on these

special occasions. All dates are subject to change.

M a r c h  2 0 2 5
W a t e r ,  S a n i t a t i o n ,  a n d
H y g i e n e  M o n t h
1 0 - 1 6  M a r c h  —  W o r l d
R o t a r a c t  W e e k
3 1  M a r c h  —
P r e r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s c o u n t
e n d s  f o r  t h e  R o t a r y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n

A p r i l  2 0 2 5
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M o n t h
3 0  A p r i l  —  R o t a r y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  a n d  t i c k e t
c a n c e l l a t i o n s  a r e  d u e

M a y  2 0 2 5
Y o u t h  S e r v i c e  M o n t h

J u n e  2 0 2 5
R o t a r y  F e l l o w s h i p s  M o n t h
2 1 - 2 5  J u n e  —  R o t a r y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,
C a l g a r y ,  C a n a d a
3 0  J u n e  —  C l u b
E x c e l l e n c e  A w a r d
n o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  d u e


