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BRUCE'S COLUMN

Welcome to the last DG’s Newsletter for 2021 Rotary Year with less than one month to go to round out
our year with the theme “Rotary Opens Opportunities”.  At the time of writing (June 1st) we are back in
COVID lockdown, hopefully temporarily only, and getting ready for club changeovers, and District
Changeover.  For District Changeover at Wangaratta (lunch event (11:30am for noon) on Sunday June
27th at the Gateway Hotel) please book now via TryBooking on the following link:  District 9790
Changeover Luncheon 2021: https://bit.ly/3z7XU7d

Please don’t leave it to the last minute to book – if we have to cap the numbers because of COVID
limitations you may miss out!  We need you to book by June 17th. 

Written by District Governor Bruce Anderson

WHAT THIS ISSUE CONTAINS 
(AMONG LOTS OF OTHER THINGS)

Diamond Creek Rotary Tram Cafe
Safe Families program

Interact news
Sustsining the Environment - our challenge
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District Changeover reminder
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Safe Families - Stopping Abuse in Families Everywhere 

The Rotary Tram Cafe in Diamond Creek

"May Peace Prevail on Earth"

Special screening of "Homeland Story" in Mansfield
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Rotary Club of Broadmeadows
15th Annual Paul Harris
Birthday Celebration Dinner

District 9790 Changeover
Lunch

Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) Camp

Date(s)Event Location Contact

District/club deadlines 

Tuesday 15th June,
2021 at 6.30 pm

Sunday 27 June 2021
from 11.30 am

Sunday, 21 November
to Saturday, 27
November 2021

Northern Golf Club, Glenroy
Road, Glenroy

The Gateway, Wangaratta

TBA

Phil Clancy on
philip.clancy1@gmail.com or
0428 834 162
2020-21 Club Presidents 

 Nigel Liggins, M 0400 694 618,
nigelliggins@bigpond.com

Grant applications for
‘Supporting the Environment’ 

Rotary Citation for Rotary
Clubs Award nominations 

National Youth Science
Forum (NYSF)

Projects will be
accepted from 1 July
2021 

30 June 2021

2 July 2021 for
completing the online
application Calendar

Bookings: Kaye Gauci 0447 151
776

Try booking on: 
 https://bit.ly/3z7XU7d

Kerry Jones, Secretary M 0414 861
557, Email info@ryla9790.org.au 
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For club changeovers the “G Train” (Bruce, Anne, David and
Neta) are dividing up the invitations, more or less
geographically, as they arrive from clubs.  At last count we
have the changeover event details for 45 clubs and have
confirmed attendance by at least one of us for 26 club
changeovers.  

Rotary International Convention:  The International
Convention, scheduled for 12-16 June 2021, in Taipei, Taiwan,
will be a virtual event. For more details about the 2021 Rotary
International Virtual Convention, and to register, please visit:
https://convention.rotary.org/en/taipei.

The latest membership figures I have from Rotary
International show we have 1534 members as of May 31st,
exactly the same as we started with on July 1st last year. 
 Given the year we have had with COVID it is extraordinary
that we have held our ground on membership – well done to
Membership Chair Ruth Byers and her team, membership
directors in all our clubs, and Rotarians who introduced
friends and colleagues to Rotary! With a few inductions over
changeover season we could end up ahead on the year which
would be a great outcome.

Marilyn’s “Partner’s Project” in association with the Olga
Tennyson Autism Research Centre at La Trobe University
(OTARC) is raising funds to bring the capacity for early
detection of Autism out into the regions.   As we near the end
of the Rotary year clubs can make contributions to the
Partner’s Project directly to the District Fund Account BSB
633 000 Account 140 378 365.  Please specify the funds are
for the Partner’s Project.

If you have not yet heard the Rotary song composed by AG
Stephen O’Connell and performed by Stephen, Lachlan
McIntyre, Mica Torre and the Rotary Club of Albury North
Voices, please go to the link shown below, and feel free to
share the link with friends.  
https://youtu.be/oNhUhsh-Gx4

As this is my last DG’s Newsletter. I wish to thank everyone
in D9790 for giving me the opportunity to be your DG and
encourage you to get behind incoming DG Anne and her
team as we all move forward in Rotary to “Serve to Change
Lives”.

Stay safe!          

DG Bruce, June 1st, 2021
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The registration fee is $65.

 
You can also join us early at a preconvention, 10-11 June, for Intercountry

Committees, Rotaract, and Rotary Youth Exchange officers. Each preconvention will
cost an additional $20.

 
The 2021 Virtual Rotary Convention and preconventions are open to all Rotary

members and participants and include access to the virtual House of Friendship.
 

Don’t forget to visit the convention event page on Facebook to connect with others
and stay up-to-date on event news and program highlights!

REGISTER TODAY
 

For more information, go to  https://convention.rotary.org/en
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http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1uvUROGqHBrV5juMCPIUH7QfXxSm
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The idea is to produce a short video (60 to 90 seconds) of how you interrupt the
Bee Waggle Dance. You can dress up, be part a group or however you wish to

celebrate the dance of the bee.
 

More information and a short introduction video by Costa Georgiadis (ABC’s
Gardening Australia TV Program) can be viewed at Join the Global Waggle Dance

Challenge – World Bee Day (Australia): 
https://www.worldbeeday.org.au/waggle/

 
Video clips can be uploaded via the above Wheen Foundation site and there are

plans to promote later in 2021.
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There are so many ways that we and our Rotary Clubs can
work towards a sustainable Environment but we may have
to curb our personal ways to ensure a better future for
nature and the overall environment.  Not only must we
clean up the problems that we have caused but also revive
the sustainability of the many creatures that share this
planet. This is not just about the birds and bees but the toll
we are taking on the food stocks that we devour.

The selection of marine life that we see as a healthy food
option is not always sustainable for the future.  A valuable
guide is the Australian Sustainable Seafood Guide
(goodfish.org.au); this advises us that many choices on our
local fish shop menu are not sustainable. An example is
farmed salmon where it takes 2 kg of fish based protein fed
to salmon to produce 1kg of salmon. 

Foxes and both domestic and feral cats are destroying our
native birds, reptiles and small mammals, many home
owners still fail to prevent their cats leaving their premises.
Many native insects are considered as pests whereas they are
vital in a balanced environment. These along with birds are
nature’s recyclers and decomposers.

We need to be aware of our energy consumption not just in
everyday life but with the growing problem associated with
the increasing information and Mega data stored in the
cloud and in large computer systems.  These require
increasing power to keep up with the demand.

Shire Councils need to designate remnant bushland as
Public Open Space when dealing with developers.  Then it
will be retained instead of it being pulled out for more
housing.

Gardeners need to be careful not to plant weedy invasive
plants such as Agapanthus and Gazania that cause vast
numbers of seed to escape the gardens and infest bushland
and creeks.

Phil Clancy
D9790 Supporting the Environment Coordinator
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Tuesday 15th June, 2021
Northern Golf Club,

Glenroy Road, Glenroy
6.30 for 7.00 pm,

 $45 pp
Lawyers would would enter courts just to hear him speak – firstly as a barrister in

murder trials, then as a Supreme Court justice”.  John Silvester, The Age
FRANK Vincent has dealt with more crooks and murderers than he cares to think about.

But when it comes to Christmas cards, the retiring Supreme Court judge says the best one came from a
"client", the notorious Mark “Chopper” Read

Frank Hollis Rivers Vincent - who formally ended his career in criminal law yesterday when he reluctantly
retired from the Court of Appeal - was once dubbed "Mr Murder".

He represented the accused in more than 200 murder trials before his appointment to the Supreme Court in
1985, where he presided over dozens more. When you add the number of convicted murderers who have

pleaded their case to him during his 16 years as chairman of the Parole Board, it's a sobering tally.
As a judge, he sentenced four killers to life imprisonment with no possibility of release.

When young Frank began studying law at Melbourne University, his parents - then living in Tasmania - moved
back to Melbourne and lived with him in an army hut at Camp Pell, the old US military camp at Royal Park.

Eventually the family moved to a Housing Commission property in Glenroy. 
Justice Vincent, a Bulldogs supporter, also retired as chancellor of Victoria University but will retain an

interest there. He will also stay involved with groups including Western Chances, which operates a scholarship
scheme for disadvantaged youth.

Rotarians, Partners & Friends welcome. 
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Rotary Melbourne has been part of City of Melbourne’s fabric
for 100 Years. Back in early 1920’s history, Rotary Melbourne
wrote of their awareness of the vulnerability of young people
especially females.

From the Father and Son meetings held annually in the early
1920’s, Rotary Melbourne commenced Father and Daughter
lunch meetings in the late 1920’s. Rotary Melbourne have been
advocates for “respectful relationships” for 100 years. We
created our Rotary Melbourne Pledge in 2016 that Rotarians
would not condone violence or abuse in any form, which has
lead to the 2019 creation of Rotary SAFE Families. We have
been advocates for 100 years.

OUR MISSION: Prevent family violence to Women, Men,
Children, and our Elders. We promote Family peace and
harmony to save lives and avoid trauma.
OUR VISION: We play a leading role in reducing family violence
at all levels in our community. OUR VALUES: Passion,
understanding, and rightfulness (commitment / justice).

Rotary Club of Lavington has become an Ambassador Club
for Rotary Club of Melbourne’s Safe Families program and
hope to promote it throughout the district 9790 clubs and into
NSW Rotary district 3790.

 Rotary SAFE Families has become a significant tool for a
national “collective voice” to reinforce our powerful messages,
rather than a single voice in stopping family violence in our
communities.

It is an initiative of Rotary Melbourne and acknowledged as a
Rotary 100 Year Centenary project, and supported by Rotary
Australia Foundation.

‘Rotary SAFE Families’ was established over three years ago to
help stop all forms of family violence by addressing its
underlying causes. It has evolved into a national program with
valuable resources and tools including images and short films
to assist every Rotarian in every part of Australia to play their
part in stopping abuse in families everywhere.
 

Dorothy Gilmour: info@rotarysafefamilies.org.au 

Rotary Club of Lavington: lavington@rotary9790.org.au
or 
RC Lavington's Pete Lee: petjam42@gmail.com (or ph:
0409 956 251 or 02 6056 4090).

Now, with an active website and the Rotary Ambassador Club
Program in place, Rotary Clubs around Australia are signing up
to promote the program's powerful messages to their
communities, we must – all of us – take some responsibility
for stopping abuse in Australia by:

• Recognising the signs
• Raising our concerns whenever they arise
• Referring to the right agency for support.

Rotary Australia has 1,100 Clubs, 30,000 Rotarians around the
country. We are inviting every Club to become aware of our
responsibility to our children and grandchildren to change our
culture and foster “respectful” relationships with our friends
and family. Just like in 1985, the Traffic Accident Commission
used the slogan: “If you drink and drive ... you are a bloody
idiot”. Yes, it took years for
their message to sink in and Rotary SAFE Families is
anticipating years of commitment to make a  difference in the
horrific statistics of family violence including elder abuse.

Rotary SAFE Families says: “Abuse is NOT the Norm!”
Together, we can “Stop Abuse in Families Everywhere!” Family
abuse is a “taboo” subject. We must start the conversations
with family and
friends to demystify and be part of the collective voice that
change can happen if we take steps to make that change.

If you would like to know more about how you, your
organisation, your Club can be part of this campaign contact:

or 

Check out the SAFE Families website for free use of films,
promotions etc: www.rotarysafefamilies.org.au
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The Tram Café is run by the Rotary Club of Diamond
Creek and it is the largest ongoing project that the club
has ever run.  

So how did this project come to fruition?
In May 2018, the Victorian State Government announced
they that would be giving Victorians the opportunity to
acquire one of 134 Retired W Class Trams.  Schools,
community groups, not for profit organisations and other
public institutions were invited to submit an Expression
of Interest in order to acquire one.  

The Rotary Club of Diamond Creek was approached by
the Diamond Creek CFA and the Diamond Creek Men’s
Shed to put in a joint submission to acquire one for
Diamond Creek.  A small group of members from each
organisation worked closely with the Nillumbik Shire
Council to do this.
In September 2018, the successful applicants were
announced and we were proud to be deemed as the best
successful application from the 1500 which were
submitted.  

Whilst still supportive of the project, the Diamond Creek
CFA and the Diamond Creek Men’s Shed stepped back
from the project and it became owned solely by the
Rotary Club of Diamond Creek.  

On 13 June 2019, the project really came to life with Tram
812 being delivered to Diamond Creek after being in
storage at the Newport depot for approximately twenty
years.  With much work and extremely generous
donations from local businesses and the community, the
tram has been restored and refurbished to its former
glory, and is now surrounded by a huge deck and pergola.  



11

It opened for business as a café on 31 October 2020
and has been going strong ever since.  Most of the
Diamond Creek Rotary members have now
completed their Food Handling Certificates and are
volunteering at the Tram Café.   Two baristas are
employed by the café but the remainder of the work is
all done by the volunteers.  One of the regular
volunteers, Georgia Vincent, granddaughter of PP
Arthur Lewin, has commented that volunteering at
the Tram has given her much needed confidence and
skills that she did not have previously. 

Araluen, a disability support service in Diamond
Creek, run the café three days a week. This is a
wonderful training opportunity for their clients to
gain hospitality and customer service skills. 
Local community groups and other Rotary Clubs are
invited to participate in running the café on
weekends for an opportunity to share in the profits. 
 To date, all groups that have volunteered have earned
a minimum of $500 for their day’s work – a nice
bonus to their fundraising coffers.  We have been
delighted to see the Rotary Club of Bundoora and
Diamond Valley & Gateway Rotaract Clubs volunteer
along with a wide range of community group with
diverse purposes, including the Diamond Valley Lions
Club, Wharonga Pre School and Plenty Valley FM
who broadcasted from the Tram on their volunteer
day.

Kerry Jones
Rotary Club of Diamond Creek 

Note from the editor:
 

In the May edition we published some information about the
Diamond Creek Tram Cafe project which contained some inaccurate
information regarding the ownership and development of the
project. For that we sincerely apologise and commend you to the
superb article above which will give you the actual background to
this magnificent Diamond Creek Rotary project.
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International University Student Rotary Home
Hosting – Philip Clancy, M 0428 834 162, Email
– philip.clancy1@gmail.com

Interact – Linda Gidlund, M 0418 173 279,
Email – lleegidlund@gmail.com

District Rotaract Committee – Chris White, M
0420574978, Email chris-white77@hotmail.com 

National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) – Nigel
Liggins, M 0400 694 618,
nigelliggins@bigpond.com

Rotary Youth Exchange (RYE) – Bruce
McIntyre, M 0427 623 142, Email –
bruce.mcintyre1@bigpond.com

Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) –
Kerry Jones, Secretary M 0414 861 557, Email
info@ryla9790.org.au 

Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment –
Contact Malcolm Watt, M 0439 158 274, Email
watt.malc@gmail.com

Rotex – Contact Rotex by email
rotex9790@gmail.com

Rotary Builds a Play Ground  – David Earle,
Email – davide124@gmail.com

Ian Murphy Memorial Debate – Nigel Liggins,
M 0400 694 618, Email:
nigelliggins@bigpond.com

The College Green team concerned with
environmental issues has combined with the
Interact Club for a Tree propagation and
planting event at Edendale farm on 24 May.
Nillumbik Council and Rotary Eltham sponsor
this event. Twenty students plus staff from each
of Montmorency and St Helena Secondary
Colleges will attend this inaugural event.
 
The Interact Club is funding the construction of
an outdoor chess set for the College Chess club in
the courtyard.
 
Members will also be assisting with a dinner
dance run by the Rotary Eltham on 12 August to
raise more funds for the Club’s International
project in Nepal. All funds raised will go towards
the fit out of the Educational training hall for
teachers nearing completion in and outer
Kathmandu suburb.
 
An Interact/VCAL Camp to Corryong for Fire
recovery support for 4 days in mid-August is also
in the planning stages.

Ian Toohill

If you would like further information please contact Linda Gidlund on
0418 173 279  or  lleegidlund@gmail.com
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So far this year, the Aitken College Interact Club has
created a focus regarding what we want to have achieved
by the end of 2021, and that is: Sustainable Service within
our Community.

We began the year using assemblies and bulletin notices
to promote our information session, which was a way for
potential volunteers to learn more about Interact and
Rotary, introduce them to the structure of the club, what
they would be doing as members, and how this helps our
local (and the wider) community. We had a large number
of people attend that information session, and when - in
the first meeting - students were asked to officially sign
up, we gained 36 members. The following week students
were given the chance to volunteer for board committee
positions, and we voted for our preferred board members
using ballot sheets, and soon a total of 8 board members
were elected.

In term one, our first event was in correlation with Clean
Up Australia, which greatly tied together with our aim.
On Friday 5 March, 12 Interact volunteers – along with
our staff advisor, Ms Neophytou, and environmental
teacher, Mr Ganci – cleaned up around our school’s creek
as it had a large amount of litter around it, along with
the surrounding area. Our purpose was to create long-
lasting change in our environment and encourage others
to clean up their local area as well.

Recently, 10 Interact members volunteered to sell
ANZAC badges, key chains and wristbands to staff and
students from Prep – Year 12, to help support ANZAC
funds, spread awareness about the meaning behind
ANZAC day and the reason why we donate to ANZAC
organisations.

The Aitken College Interact Club continue to have
lunchtime meetings every first Friday of the school
month, which so far have had strong attendance and
engagement. Our membership acknowledgement
presentation will occur mid-May, where the students will
receive their certificates and badges in recognition of
their membership status.

We have had many ideas for upcoming events such as;
investigating how much carbon dioxide each individual
at Aitken emits and the amount of corresponding trees
required to plant in order to compensate for the CO2
emissions, the growing, harvesting, and selling of poppies
to commemorate remembrance day, the education of the
effect of water pollution, participation in RUOK day,
and more.

As a club, we are grateful for what we have accomplished
already and look forward to what we will accomplish this
year and beyond. 

Josie Crisara OAM
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VISIT THIS CALENDAR THROUGHOUT THE YEAR TO FIND AWARD
NOMINATION DUE DATES AND CONVENTION AND EVENT
INFORMATION. DEVELOP MEETING AGENDAS, PROJECTS, OR
PUBLIC IMAGE CAMPAIGNS BASED ON THESE SPECIAL
OCCASIONS. ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

JUNE 2021
ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS MONTH

SOURCE: HTTPS://MY.ROTARY.ORG/EN/NEWS-
MEDIA/CALENDAR

dredfearn@vtown.com.au

https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/calendar



