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THE SOCIAL
PRESCRIPTION

Welcome my fellow Rotarians, to what I trust will be an exciting and rewarding year
ahead. It is indeed an honour, and a privilege, to lead such wonderful clubs across our
District as we together create lasting impact within our communities, across the country,
and around the globe. We do this because of the lasting impact that Rotary has had on us
individually.

Why call the bulletin The Social Prescription?

Rotary is a Social Prescription. Social prescribing is a holistic healthcare approach where
doctors and health professionals refer patients to non-medical, community-based
activities. Instead of relying solely on medication, it connects people to volunteer services,
amongst other things, to address loneliness, isolation, and mental well-being.

The medication in this instance is Rotary which, apart from the obvious benefits to others
in our communities, also provides a benefit to the internal community, or family, of Rotary.
We should never underestimate the benefits we provide to our members when we come
together for meetings, projects, or social gatherings. | intend for the monthly newsletter
to a source of good Rotary medicine to inform you of what is happening around the
district and inspire you to give more Rotary medicine to our communities. (continues on

page 3)
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Paul’'s overdose

For me personally, the year has commenced as expected - many, many, changeover
celebrations. Not only, has this given me the opportunity to visit several clubs, but it has
also let me witness the recognitions bestowed on club members who have devoted
countless hours of service to fundraising, service projects, community, and club activities.
Observing this dedication makes my role as a newly minted District Governor, pale in
comparison. This is where the true strength of Rotary lies, in members giving of
themselves, not for the accolades and recognition, but for the benefit of others.

Thank you to everyone who attended the district changeover luncheon at the Wangaratta
Turf Club on Sunday 12" July. It was a great send off for Inmediate Past District Governor
Emma, and it was a special day for me to have my family present to witness my induction
as your new District Governor.

District 9790 was the only district within the zone to record positive membership growth
for the past Rotary year, our best result in many years. Current Rotary International
President, Yinka Babalola, has encouraged us to do better than our best so we, in D9790,
are aiming to build on this achievement by encouraging all clubs to undertake a
membership initiative. Once approved by the District Membership Committee, and
executed, the club will receive a $25 per member rebate on the Club’s District dues based
on the number of members on 1°* July 2026. That will be applied to its January Invoice.
Initiatives should be sent to the District Membership Chair Susan Benedycka at
susan@susanbenedycka.com

In addition, the district is encouraging clubs to undertake a public image initiative. Once
approved by the District Public Image Committee, and executed, a further $25 per
member rebate will be applied to the club’s District dues on the January invoice. Our
visual presence, and telling our story, increase the willingness of people wanting to join
us. These initiatives should be sent to the Public Image Chair Hamish Jones at
hamishjones@gmail.com

This coming year | encourage all of you to enjoy your Rotary journey and have fun!
Continue to have a lasting impact in your communities and, encourage others to join us by
relating how Rotary has changed and benefited you. The more people that join our family
of Rotary, the greater the benefit to our communities.

Paul Miegel
District Governor 2026-28
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Calling for International
Volunteers

Calling for International Volunteers

Want to make a difference in Siem Reap, Cambodia? We have a couple of spots available on
the team! We're looking for passionate volunteers to join us in four local schools for two weeks,
from January 17th to 28th in 2027. In Siem Reap, the team will undertake a range of activities
including teaching conversational English, playing games and painting classrooms. ‘Partners in
Education’ (a District 9790 Rotary project) works with the Rotaract Club of Siem Reap to create
real impact.

Thanks to the generosity of Rotarians, the project has already funded much-needed WASH
facilities for one school and now has funds to provide another one with bikes so that
disadvantaged students can travel to school. However, there is still work to be done, and your
donation can help make it happen. Donations are very welcome at:
https://directory.rawcs.com.au/39-2023-24

Interested in volunteering, or do you have someone in your family who would like to be a
volunteer?

Contact Lisa Wait (Project Manager) on 0477 990 719.



Public Image Isn't Marketing - It's
Capacity Building
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